JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM 
IDENTIFICATION FORM 





AGENCY INFORMATION 


AGENCY : SSCIA 
RECORD NUMBER : 157-10004-10241 


RECORDS SERIES : 
CABLE 


AGENCY FILE NUMBER : 109-12-210 


DOCUMENT INFORMATION 


ORIGINATOR : FBI 
FROM : SAC, MIAMI 
TQ : DIRECTOR, FBI 


TITLE 3 
FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


DATE : 04/06/64 
PAGES : 9 


SUBJECTS : 
FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
CUBA EXILES 
HUMBOLDT INCIDENT #7 





DOCUMENT TYPE : PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
CLASSIFICATION : U 
RESTRICTIONS : 
CURRENT STATUS : X 
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 09/01/94 


OPENING CRITERIA : 


COMMENTS : 





aan eee eee ee ee ae ae eS Oe ae eee ete ete ee eee ee eee eee eee et et ee eee ee ee 


[R] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED 


HW 54653 Docld:32202130 Page 1 


1B, 2, 4, DONOR REST., REFERRED 


Date:09/01/94 
Page: 1 


Released under the John F. Kennedy 
LSssassination Records Collection 


bcc of 1992 (44 USC 2107 Note). 
base#: NW 54653 Date: 10-23-2017 





1A HAS NO OBJECTION TO 
DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR 
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT 


4 OF TRVAL POA WO. Le 
MAY bee a HeTion 


; oh : 
we Meer ne gs CO NEISE MTIAP CIA HAS 0 ORSECTION TO 
: PMNITED STATES Oe UNMENT SO ett CES yg IAL ECLASSISTA TION ARITYOR 
oes ea ‘ . Fete iL ae ar ee ee ere sees ‘ica *£ . . 
° Kf yy r os see af ey aes Sig ; REL bh. a yall A iP URMATION 
i ating _/ vue we « & & or wo 4 a ae ss IN HHIS DUC Mie » FING « Mee/ 
= ete Steg. * 


95: O<cy 


CTIO 


NO OBJE 
ICAT; 
y 
iw 
DS 





TO : Directez, F2ZI (109-12-210) 


J 
y 
= 


1 








“yrasht th 


Be de wee 


\rrowi!y) SAC, Mie.i (105 '7)(7p) wR 2322 
Nie a OG, bead 4 7 £22, ALL INPORMAT TON CONTAINED — See 
‘ ges OAL] hear a ER eate ea: = 

ie 7 Pe | fs <0 oa ‘ . ee vt “8 ° ED = > s > 

| ne = sa Osa HACKS? SHERE SON Sia3 

SUBJECT, 9° FOREIGN VOLITICAL LATTERS - CUB: OTHNAYW Sep R= oS 

. Cry ad 

te *. % : “4 * . . ~ x a 
; \ ‘ . : b. {7 ff A f’ Nee _f.. a .. H fay. ~ i E “= re 

te ow us “Transmitted herewith are 9 copies of LI SS 
rit, dated and captioned as above. Sane dD 

Ny iia _ REVIEWED BY FBI/JFK TASK FORCE? S24 ;. 

| Mi T-1 isyocom. on Ziaalay Loses 

eeey 1 Las BOS bs ase Neo as we LEAaE Daa An be as = i” ) 3 

oad'd T-2 =S Ce Seniesa nomena ses ell etl = = 

ELEASE IN PART” . 23 33 

; ey eat ES met s “2 os 

Mi T-3 is Tlooeccu G TOTAL DENIAL SS 2s 

Seru we © : cath ato shai aes 

edvised SA EDWIN L. SWRET that he was £2 ~: 

ua at Humbolce #7 at the time - 2S 


cy. ol tos @ to a ene young revolutionaries, 
"3 
tow 


fe firing on the 





—, 
=~, 
a 
~~” 
Lge 
—. % 
~ 
a 
7. 
ae 
“-”~ 
te 
-= 
=! 
_™ 
= 
~- 
. 


d 
a police when they were killed. 


FUSZA 


=4 ey 


This information and memo are submitted to 





QA. the Bureau at this time because in addition to coz- 
RS z Stant broadcasts from Cuba and news rencrzs appearing in 
£3 NN the Cuban newspapers coming out of Cube. cue local liiani 
= BOs* papers are offexing numerous possible ovjectives of the 
DR SZg trial cad the matter of the trial is a main diet of con- 
$209 sf] versacion in the Cuban exile.colony in Kiiemi. It is 
a SSN Sele that am analaysis at this time of the .ossible 7 
aware g J outcome of the trial, as viewed by three Cuban experts 
JS § BA Odatne matter, may be of interest to the Bureau and to - 
Ss - _ other beanches of the United States governmenc. 
is owe | a 
HSS gu! 
~ . 


vw 


0S = 
cp 


Copjes are disseminated locally due to the . 
interest of INS and CIA. ., | | ae i 
2 Bureau (Encls’” 9) (224) \ a i 

- Kiami (2-19 : 


RY 


ad uy stron fe J x rf p / oN aah 
/ ENCLOSUIE . [ ie wie te a NI _ \ s\ f 
Ml. @toos13077) AY - 34 wer _ 
38 Ariens:ns. we 


HW 54653 Docld:32202130 Page 2 PeafOe this ih Declascity on CADW DFC) 






ana 






/@ 


| : aaa 


~ UNIX _D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
eS , 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS © CUBA 
(Humboldt #7 Incident) 


Present Publicity 


Radio broadcasts emanating from Havana, Cuba, heard 

clearly in Miami, Florida, and Cuban newspapers "Revolucion" 

- ..4nd "Hoy", both under the direction and control of the Cuban 
. Government, have been devoting lengthy newscasts and news 

“ 'Feports to a trial presently being conducted in Havana, Cuba, 


ole + 1987, which resulted in the deaths of Fructuoso Rodriguez, 

: Joe Westbrook, Juan Pedro. Carbo Servia, and Jose Machado 

--- - .-Rodriguez, during which period Fulgencio Batista was President 
4 of. Cuba. ) 


All Cuban newspapers in Cuba, since Fidel Castro's 
advent to power on January 1, 1959, refer to this matter as 
: _. . the “assassination of the students" by gunmen in the employ 
. ~. ...of Esteban Ventura Novo, then Chief of POlice. There are ~ 
‘. cs. sa. Cuban police Sources, some of whem actually participated in 





- oom. . -killed were wild radicals, all armed, who refused to surrender 
“+2 ...to the police upon demand. There were, and continue to be, 


f . +s. iinformane ors informants who told the police, that the students 
+ + "ee. 7 Were Riding at Humboldt #7. , & vee 3 


Pa Castro's Interest is Not Justice 
. 7 « 


Knowledgeable Cubans, identified below, declare that 
Fidel Castro has no interest in justice, or in the merits of 
the case at all; chat ag a matter of fact, the four student 
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Re: Foreiga Political Matters - Cuba 





revolutionaries killed were not in favor of Castro as a 
leader and he either held them in very low estimate or 
actually regarded them as rivals for favor and publicity. 


aes It appears further, according to these sources, 
undoubtedly to be: true: that Castro loaths and despises Major 
a+, (11 RolandoNubela, the first leader of the Federacion de Estud- 
Or lantes Universitarios (Federation of University Students - 
FEU) and Faure™Chomon, Castro's former Ambassador to Russia, |. 
now Minister of Communications; however, Castro now allegedly 
sees a chance to use Chomon to direct attention to himself, 
grow still stronger in the ranks of the Communist Party (CP), 
and uphold his popularity with his cuban supporters. 


:-~ Stage setting for Retrial of Informant era 
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cL) ATLA gupticy, Uale te 
Pe, a copy of the newspaper "Hoy” for Mare 

+ . 1¥64. Page one announces that the death penalty was given 

= to Marcos Rodriguez Alfonso for informing on his comrades on 
April 20, 1957. He allegedly confessed he had notified 

_... "Batistan" Esteban Ventura Novo that the revolutionaries were 
meeting at Humboldt #7, and in the ensuing raid the above 
four young revolutionaries were killed. | 












One of the most important witnesses for the prose- 
cution we6e—Faure Chomon, who told the court about the low 


f . @oral character of the defendant and agreed with other wit- 
-. - ‘..nesseg that the defendant had long been suspected of being 
the informer. | . 
“Tadd Progreso in its newscast of March 21, 1964, 
quoted a letter from Prime Minister Fidel Castro to Blas - 
Roca, one of the "old guard"' leaders of the CP, and presently 
: eS ere | 
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Re: . Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 


| Director of "Hoy", which bas long been the official orgen of 
the Cuban CP. In this letter Castro pointed out there is 
.8ome confusion concerning the trial of Marcos Rodriguez, and 
_..8ome “intriguers" who are trying to make capital of it. He 
stated some people are "so brazen as to insinuate that the 
+. Fevelution is afraid to make the whole trial public." He 
.said the statement of Comrade Faure Chomon at. the trial did 
not appear in its entirety, but only Sketchy parts of it, 
- and this has delighted certain elements. who do not have the 
| Slightest concern for truth themselves, elements described 
“s by Castro as not being "honest revolutionaries". 


Castro concluded the letter by instructing Blas 
“Roca to publish Faure Chomon's whole testimony, and. declared 
.. he was ordering the trial to be reopened. and. to be made 
x public. aan, a4 ae a 


a Radio Rebelde at 1:00 P.M. on the same date, March 
21, 1964, gave a detailed summary of Faure Chomon's testimony 
. at the trial. | 





Chomon pointed out that: Rodriguez had long been a 
suspect, that he had large sums of money,and had paid for 
his own trip to Brazil and Costa Rica. Chomon noted that 

--- -that.Marcos Rodriguez had succeeded in getting a scholarship 
_ to go to Prague, where he was arrested and returned to Cuba 
/ a8 a-possible agent of CIA, and it was after this that Marcos 
. Rodriguez confessed his guilt. - 3 


. 6 
4 Chomon read a letter which the defendant sent to 
Joaquin/Qrdoqui, in which he explained that his mission was) sg xk 
to do intelligence work for the Revolutionary Directory. ine 


Ordoqui also long-has been an "old guard" member 
=. -and leader of the CP. He is supposedly in charge of the 
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-Re:-- Foreign Politics. Matters - Cuba 


training of the military and guerilla tactics in the militia 
under the present set-up of the Cuban CP which is known as 
the PURS (United Party of the Socialist Revolution). 


AIP (Agencia de Informaciones Periodisticas - Agency 
| of Newspaper Reporters) for March 16, 1964, noted that there rT 
-- had been considerable discussion about the difficulties be- ee 
_ tween Carlos Rafael: Rodriguez, Minister of the National Insti- 
. tute of Agrarian Reform (INRA).and Ernesto "Che"! ‘Guevara, 
Minister of Industries. AIP noted that on March 6, 1964, at 
_ {\-@ meeting in the Palace, Castro stated "Che deserved the 
UN pwery high title of "Worker of the Vanguard!!,-a statement in- _ 
v* tevpreted to meatt a pat on the back for the Argentine communist 
- - ..r.and an indication of which side Fidel Castro favors. 


AIP further noted that the creation of the Ministry 
of Industries, and the appointment of "Che" to direct it, 
took away some of the power of INRA, headed by Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez. : 


@ - | Possible Consequences of the Trial 


MM T-1 stated on March 27, 1964, that since Fidel 
Castro is not actually interested in justice or in who in- 
formed on whom in the matter of the Humboldt #7 affair, he 
. .believes a power struggle is in order in Cuba which may not 
have any.great significance, or which may touch off a large- 
scale removal from power of certain old line communist 


members. %* | 2 VY 
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RalxRoa’Garcia, had stated that a movement would. begin in 
Cuba in the not too distant future which would not be an 

actual purge in the sense of putting leading old line members ~ 
of the CP to death, but which would remove them from posts 
of responsibility and gradually reduce them to positions of 
less and less importance. 


© Re; Foreign Political Matters - CUBA 





MM T-2 stated on March 30, 1964, that Castro's 
action in demanding this retrial cannot be imagined hy any- 
one familiar with Castro or with Cuban politics, as being 

~. evidence of an interest in justice. MM T-2 stated that Castro 
actually loaths and despises Faure Chomon. -_ 
—~—-—-ltraaeiete recalled that Faure Chomon withheld fron 
the new Castro government a large amount of ammunition and 
. guns immediately after January 1, 1959. It was his possession 
of these weapons which led to Castro's now famous slogan, : 
“Armas, para que?" (Arms, for what?) He made Chomon turn in 
-.his arms and allegedly sent him to Moscow for two reasons. 
One reason was that.he had promised Chomon, when fighting in 
» the mountains, that if and when Cuba established relations 
‘with Russia, Chomon would be Cuba's first Ambassador to 
‘Russia. The second reason allegedly was to get rid of Chomon. 





MM T-2 stated that Castro also has nothing but dis- 
dain and contempt for Major Rolando Cubela. It is, of course, 
.@ Matter of common knowledge that Chomon and Cubela are 
|... widely regarded, by Cubans in a position. to know them well, 
¢ . 48 perverts and as having no réal moral or poli¢ cal scruples. 


MM T-2 stated Ordoqui has been naming some of his 

political cronies to important positions in the PURS, which 

-- #ould-correspond to Commissars in the Soviet Union. While 

_he is only.an old man, MM T-2 stated that Ordoqui has been 
growing in stature, to the annoyance of Fidel Castro. 
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©® Re; Foreign Folitical Matters - Cuba 


MM T-2 concluded that Ordoqui may now be reduced 
_ greatly in importance, Fidel Castro may use the trial as 
& springboard to show that other people guessed wrong and 
_ that the "old guard" of the CP, including Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez, made some serious mistakes, since the informer, 
+ * "Marcos Rodriguez, admittedly was a member of the Cuban 
. Communist Youth Movement for many years and even enjoyed a 
position of confidence among old Cuban Communist leaders. 
MM T-2 stated Carlos Rafael.Rodriguez may again be reduced in 
importance, as well as Edith/’suchaca, also a Communist Party Oat fr 
‘leader, former wife of Carlos RafaélRodriguez, who is ——— 
presently married to cane oe Joaquin ‘Qrdoqut . 
2 =e fs ce . oe ‘ Vie 


: MM T-2 said that no American observer should be. 
iliuded that this indicates any kind of break between Fidel 
_ - Castro and the CP. It is merely to show: (1) that Fidel 
(Castro is still the "maximum leader" of the Cuban revolution 
and the Cuban people; and (2) that while those downgraded 
4re comminists, he will direct all of his energies and 
- speeches to showing they are bad communists who have made 
- serious mistakes and errors in judgment. MM T-2-concluded 
that in all probability those downgraded for mistakes and 
errors in judgment, since they are in no position to defy 
Fidel Castro, can-expect no backing from their Russian 
_——-Masters. --—. : j Y 
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‘5 D4, at it mown fact that Faure Chomon and 
Rolando Cubela, both fest friends and degenerate perverts, 
were partetime informers of the Cuban police. According to 
. . -his information, they each refeived part of the money which 
was. paid to Marcoa Armando Rodriguez Alfonso, the one who 
allegedly gave the information directly to VenturayNovo. 
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Re: Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 


According to MM T-3, it is not even a secret, but 
is generally known, especially to Cuban revolutionary leaders 
like Fidel Castro,that Chomon and Cubela were unscrupulous, 
conniving informers, who many times played both sides against 
the middle. He therefore agreed with the. other Cuban sources 
above to the extent that Castro is not interested in the cause 
of justica, but is interested in turning this case into a 
powerful political weapon for his personal aggrandizement, 
" ‘and in order to weed out certain individuals he considers to 
_ ~. be a hindrance ta his progress and to his control over the 
‘ss Many new members of the Cuban CP.. He does not expect, however, 
for repercussions to be far-reaching at this time, and does 
‘Rot expect executions of old line CP members who “have erred 
in their judgment in the past". oo | 





Fhis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
_o£ the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and.is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 


. outside your agency. 
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Reference memo dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
- information in the past. : 
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